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Newsletter 2008/09 
Editorial 

 
Welcome to the UPC Newsletter of 2008-2009.   As we reflect on how the season 
unfolded, 2008/09 proved to be another fascinating year for University pool.   
 
The UPC Nine-Ball Championship was competed in December with the largest 
field of entrants in its history.  With over 170 participants, this annual event now 
boasts the title of the biggest annual nine-ball event in the UK. 
 
With the beginning of an exciting new partnership with Vauxhall Holiday Park 
(Great Yarmouth), we were able to hold all events at the BUCS-UPC 
Championships (Shield, Trophy, Championship and Individual Championship) 
concurrently for the first time.  We feel this was a strong step forward for the 
Eight-Ball Championships and believe this partnership provides a platform for this 
event to excel. 
 
Another first for the Eight-ball Championship was the attendance of new partner 
CueSportTV who were recording a selection of matches to stream to a global 
audience on their website.  Multiple videos are available to view on their website 
with special guest commentary from selected students and tournament officials! 
 
With the emigration of Tony Perna to Australia, the Universities Pool Council has 
a new Board Member for the 2009-2010 season and beyond.  We are delighted 
to welcome Rob Cork onboard who many will know as a seasoned university 
pool player. He has played at UPC events since the 2003-2004 season for  
Cambridge University and England Students.  We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Tony for his hard work in the previous five years and hope 
the move brings him every success. 
 
We would like to thank Lee Mager for providing a piece on the formation of the 
pool club at London School of Economics and their resultant debut season and 
also Jon Shapland for contributing an account of the Student Home Internationals 
from the perspective of England Students Team Manager. 
 
If you would like to follow in the footsteps of Lee and Jon, we invite you to write a 
short piece about your club for inclusion in the next newsletter. It could be a 
historical article, how you set up your club, your experiences of one of our 
championships, a humorous piece or indeed anything you think would be of 
interest. So get writing and email your ideas to the UPC.  
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2008/09 Season Review 
 
As always with University pool, 2008/09 proved to be another intriguing season 
as all titles were fiercely competed for.  Here are the key headlines with full 
reports available on our website. 
 
Warwick domination at UPC Nine-ball Pool Championsh ips 
 
Riley’s Solihull was treated to a feast of pool in the University Nine-ball 
Championship, as University of Warwick completed an unprecedented clean 
sweep by taking all three titles.  Warwick 1st got the better of University of Essex 
1st in a one-sided Team Championship final.   

            
Team Championship Winners: University of Warwick 1st  Team Championship Runners-up: University of Essex 1st 

L to R - James Hill, James Murphy, Matthew Bradley  L to R - Mike Potter, Peter Albin, Ben Williamson  

Warwick 2nd demonstrated the strength in depth at their university by overcoming 
University of York 2nd in the Trophy.   

 
Team Trophy Winners: University of Warwick 2nd 

L to R - Scott Spearman, David Spencer, Andrew Hulme, Kar Chan  
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Matthew Bradley ensured all the titles were Warwick-bound after getting the 
better of Mike Potter (Essex) in the Individual Championship final. 
 

             
Individual Championship Winner: Matthew Bradley (Warwick)                 Individual Championship Runner-up: Mike Potter (Essex)  

A selection of pictures from the event taken by Big Dave Knight from the Pro9 
website are available to view and purchase from Photobox Gallery. 
 
Queens University, Belfast Triumph in BUCS-UPC Eigh t-ball Championship 
 
Vauxhall Holiday Park, Great Yarmouth was treated to an extravaganza of pool 
as Queens University, Belfast regained the BUCS-UPC Eight-ball Team 
Championship with a dominant performance against University of Durham in the 
Team Championship final.  

    
 
Team Championship: Gold Medallists - Queen's, Belfast 1st             Team Championship: Silver Medallists - University of Durham 1st  

L to R - Chris Canning, Paul McKay, Emmet McGuire (c),                L to R - Matthew Perks, Daniel Williamson, Rob Patching (c), 

Gareth Quinn, Aedan McCotter.                 Paul Williams, Adam West. 
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In the BUCS-UPC Eight-ball Team Trophy, University of York 3rd fully justified 
their final berth with notable victories against Queens 1st and their own university 
first team within their campaign!  University of Ulster 2nd demonstrated the 
strength in depth at their university by making light work of everyone who stood in 
their way to reach their first Trophy final.  When York 3rd arrived at ‘the hill’ with 
the score at 5-3 it looked as though their dream run would end in victory but 
Ulster 2nd had not read the script.  They battled back to 5-5 and forced a shoot-
out.  With momentum in their favour, Ulster 2nd quickly wrapped up the next two 
frames to win the BUCS-UPC Eight-ball Team Trophy. 
 

 
Team Trophy: Gold Medallists - University of Ulster 2nd 

L to R - Connor McDonnell, Marc Higgins, Darren Millar, Pearse Sharratt (c), Raymond Christie, Mark O’Neill. 

The BUCS-UPC Eight-ball Shield provides a platform for new teams to compete 
alongside current teams that are not of Championship/Trophy status.   
 
When London School of Economics 1st reached the final by knocking out pre-
tournament favourites Portsmouth 1st in the semi-final, they visibly grew in the 
belief that they were capable of winning the Shield.  Leeds 1st, captained by 
seasoned university player Martin Pratt, were always expected to do well so it 
came as no surprise when they opposed LSE 1st in the final.   
 
In a highly competitive final, a three frame shoot-out was again required to decide 
the winner, and it was left to Glen Spalling (formerly part of the University of 
Ulster (Coleraine) Championship winning side) to dispatch the winning black for 
Leeds. 
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Team Shield: Gold Medallists - University of Leeds 1st 

L to R - Warren Yabsley, Glen Spalling, Martin Pratt (c), Dan Fleming, Joe Newby. 

 
The UPC Individual Championship, the biggest ever university pool individual 
event with 385 entrants, was fiercely contested with Lee Morris (University of the 
West of England) emerging victorious.   
 

    
 
Individual Championship Winner - Lee Morris (West of England)        Individual Championship Runner-up - Marc Higgins (Ulster)  
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Oxford University’s domination of UPC Women’s Champ ionship continues 
 
Riley’s, Coventry was the scene as Oxford University 1st continue to set the 
standard in the UPC Women’s Team Championship overcoming a valiant 
University of Warwick 1st in the final in a repeat of the concluding match of last 
year.  
 

           
 
Women’s Championship Gold Medalists- Oxford 1st        Womens’s Championship Silver Medalists: Warwick 1st 
 
L to R - Rachael Featherstone, Nicki Hoskins (c), Ceri Jones                     L to R - Charlotte Scarff (c), Elizabeth Naylor, Katie Taylor 

 
 
Louisa Gill (Oxford) overcame Kate Hillman (Cambridge) in a tense final frame 
decider to win the UPC Individual Championship. 
 

                   
 
Individual Championship Winner - Louisa Gill (Oxford)                                Individual Championship Runner-up - Kate Hillman (Cambridge) 
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England retain Student Home Internationals in Dubli n 
 
The Tara Towers Hotel in Dublin hosted the culmination of the 2008-2009 
university pool season as England Students retained the Student Eight-ball Pool 
Home Internationals with a tense win over an Irish side competing on home-soil. 
 

 
Student Home Internationals Gold Medalists: England Students 
Standing: Lee Morris (c), James Murphy, Matt Champ, Robert Cork 
Seated: Adam Brown, Rich Wharton, Jon Shapland (TM), Martin Pratt, Ryan Birt 

 
Players from England Students dominated the Student International Masters 
providing four of the quarter-finalists. In a high quality final which proved to be a 
fitting end to the Student International Masters, Adam Brown emerged triumphant 
by a 4-2 scoreline over Murphy with an almost flawless display of dishing to 
secure an English clean sweep over the weekend. 
 

                         
         SHI Masters Winner: Adam Brown (England)           SHI Masters Runner-up: Jay Murphy (England) 
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International Focus 
 
Following the England Students team regaining their Student Home 
Internationals title this season, we invited Jon Shapland, the Team Manager,  to 
analyse the event from his perspective and outline what this achievement means 
to him. 

 
 

Dublin 2009: A Beautiful Event  
Jon Shapland 

Team Manager, England Students  
 
Year-upon-year this job just gets harder and harder and harder!  Good old 
England has done it again, but to use some of my captain’s stereotypical 
vernacular, “Boyo boyo boy”, we had to work hard for it!! 
 
The formalities of accreditation, team managers’ briefing and team photos 
completed, play began on the Friday with the first and second rounds of the 
Student International Masters individual event, England securing four of the eight 
quarter-final places. 
 
England and Ireland began the round-robin stage against each other long odds-
on to be contesting the final again twenty-four hours later. 
 
This was a match we made hard work of in my opinion.  We looked impressive in 
steadily building an 8-4 lead and finished the stronger as well, but there had been 
a worrying wobble in between that saw us surrender an 8-4 lead to trail 10-9.  
This was as much down to me setting a bad example by allowing a distraction to 
take-away our focus, however, the grit we showed in coming back in the face of 
adversity was nothing short of commendable.  We won the match 11-10, by the 
way! 
 
The other match between Scotland and Wales had also gone the distance, 
Scotland Students nicking the result to give themselves much optimism for the 
Saturday, while Wales Students faced a mammoth uphill battle. 
 
The singles quarter-finals concluded Friday’s activities, the highlight being the all-
England Students affair between Adam Brown and team captain Lee Morris.  A 
high-quality encounter went Brown’s way on a deciding frame, Morris’ elimination 
meaning that another year would go by without anyone managing the BUCS-
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UPC Individual Championship and Student International Masters double. 
 
Saturday’s play began with another round of team matches, England defeating 
Wales with a set to spare and Ireland joining England in pole position with an 11-
4 defeat of Scotland. 
 
The singles semi-finals and final were up next.  First was a repeat of last year’s 
final in Ireland’s David Columb against England’s James Murphy, the result going 
the same way as last year’s final with Murphy progressing.  The other semi-final 
saw Wales Students’ Stuart Thompson take a 1-0 lead, but he was then little 
more than a passenger as Adam Brown only allowed him two more shots. 
 
Brown began the final in similar fashion, Murphy only getting one shot in the first 
two frames.  A clearance from his own break brought Murphy back to 2-1 down 
before Brown went game from his own break again, only to miss the pot on his 
last ball when swerving out of a snooker.  Murphy was unable to capitalize, 
however, an in-off gifting the frame to Brown and with it a 3-1 lead. 
 
Murphy again responded with a break-dish, but after a scrappy sixth frame 
disaster struck for him as he potted a difficult black but cannoned another object 
ball into the middle pocket.  A disappointing way for Murphy to lose his crown and 
a sad ending to such a high-class match, but it was Brown who was the new 
Student International Masters champion. 
 
The final round-robin team matches were again relatively one-sided, England 
Students topping the table with an 11-6 defeat of Scotland Students, while 
Ireland Students confirmed their place in the final with an 11-2 thrashing of Wales 
Students. 
 
For the first-time ever, all the round-robin matches had gone according to the 
form book, just.  England and Ireland had both recorded routine victories over the 
Scottish and the Welsh, and the two matches that were expected to be close had 
been exactly that, although again the favourite had probably emerged victorious 
in both. 
 
It was at this point that I reminded the England Students for the final time that 
frames of pool aren’t played on pieces of paper, and simply being the best team 
at the tournament was not going to be enough to win them the title this time; they 
were going to have to go on the table and play better than Ireland Students.  To a 
man, I asked for every single player to step-up to the plate and take responsibility 
for his own frames, rather than rely on his team-mates winning theirs. 
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The final was to prove another nerve-jangling, see-saw affair, and one I don’t 
remember too much about in all honesty.  I remember Adam Brown putting us 1-
0 up with a clearance from his own break, and Lee Morris quickly doubling that 
lead.  We then found ourselves 3-2 down, and when the next five frames went 
the same way we trailed by six frames to four. 
 
Only now when I come to reflect do I realise it, but it was at this point that a 
probable turning-point occurred.  Ireland’s “franchise player” Stephen Dempsey 
missed his last ball and, after a brief bout of snooker-escape, snooker-escape, 
Matt Champ took-out a clinical finish to pinch the frame under massive pressure.  
Meanwhile Rob Cork had simultaneously won for us on the other table, and we 
were level once again at six apiece! 
 
Disaster struck once again, however, as the next three frames were lost, 
including a ridiculously unlucky in-off the black on what could only have been 
described as a highlight-reel clearance from Rich Wharton.  For some reason, I 
was still confident of the win though.  Ireland Students had severely “top-loaded” 
their playing order, and we were pretty solid all the way down.  Coming-in for 
Martin Pratt, substitute Ryan Birt seized his chance with both hands to drag a 
frame back, and Lee Morris gave a captain’s performance to bring us back within 
one. 
 
It was at this point that the usually tactically astute, percentage pool-playing Matt 
Champ threw caution to the wind and took-out what was easily the biggest finish 
of the weekend.  Committed to the clearance from an early stage, Champ failed 
in an attempt to cannon his last ball out but, buoyed by the confidence gained 
from his earlier defeat of Dempsey, he promptly doubled it off the foot cushion 
into the middle pocket, before swerving the cue-ball to drop the black into the 
opposite middle from a tight angle! 
 
The ever-dependable Rob Cork signed-off from university pool for what will 
surely prove to be the last time by putting England Students on the hill, and for 
the second year running an opponent’s in-off gifted Rich Wharton the two visits 
with which the trophy found its way back to England’s greenest hills once again. 
 
Following the completion of the tournament two or three people asked me how 
Dublin 2009 compared to Glasgow 2008, and my gut reaction was that they were 
two very different tournaments.  Winning in Glasgow had been very much more 
emotional, but in hindsight this was probably largely down to the momentous 
occasion of having had all five representative teams there for the first time and all 
the tension and build-up that went with this, not to mention the fabulous hotel-
event UPC had provided us with. 



 
www.upc-pool.org.uk 

 

 
Season 2008-2009 Newsletter 

 
 ������������	�
 

 
Achievements are ranked by the size of the challenge one has to overcome to 
accomplish them, however, and thus with this in mind there can be no doubt 
though that Dublin 2009 ranks as my best tournament yet as manager of the 
England Students.  The Ireland Students team that pushed us within three 
frames over an aggregate of forty-one played was without doubt the best team 
England has ever come-up against.  Glasgow had indeed been an emotional 
victory but, asked how I felt about being triumphant again in Dublin, the only and 
perhaps best word I could find was “proud”.  Just proud. 
 
Words cannot really begin to describe how proud I am of this success.  Whilst 
undoubtedly a ridiculously expensive place, I found Dublin to be a beautiful city 
and a place that I hope to visit again some day, but for now I am already looking-
forward to the academic year 2009-2010, and to England attempting to defend 
the Student Home Internationals once again! 
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Club Focus 
 
This section invites representatives of the Universities who compete in our events 
to tell us anything they wish to contribute about their pool club. 
 
In this newsletter, Lee Mager describes how the London School of Economics 
formed a pool club in preparation for the 2008-2009 university pool season.    
LSE went on to enjoy some remarkable success for a fledgling club in this 
season as Lee reached the semi final of the Nine-ball Individual Championship, 
they gained the silver medals at the BUCS-UPC Eight-ball Shield only losing to a 
strong University of Leeds side in the deciding rack and their women’s team were 
unfortunate not to progress through to the knock-out stages of the UPC Women’s 
Championship.  
 

London School of Economics  
 

Contribution by 
Lee Mager 

London School of Economics Pool Captain 
 
September 2008. My enthusiastic return to London and the LSE after a year in 
Cambridge, where there was a thriving uni pool scene, was met with one problem 
- the total absence of a uni pool scene at LSE. I was determined to continue my 
own incipient pool career, and in particular to bring an LSE team to the following 
year’s BUCS-UPC tournament and try to make a name for ourselves. Knowing 
there was not much time, my priorities were twofold: 
 

1. Spam the hell out of LSE 
 
The size of my sent items folder for the week preceding the beginning of term 
would have made online Viagra salesmen blush. Eschewing all notions of 
electronic etiquette, I emailed every current and incoming student in order to 
locate any talented cueists to join the fancy new pool club. My initial optimism 
slumped somewhat when one of my first replies was from a French student 
wanting to know where exactly the LSE swimming pool was. Fortunately, 
within a couple of weeks I had over a hundred students interested in joining 
the club, of whom a dozen or so were confident enough to categorise 
themselves as being of a high standard. Only one, however, had even heard 
of World Rules before. This was a worry, so I began Step 2. 
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2. Create an online crash course in 8-ball strategy   
 
It took me nearly a year to get to grips with 8-ball strategy, especially the 
nuances of World Rules. I was no expert of course, but I had learned enough 
from my all-too-frequent losses against the experienced Cambridge players 
during my time there to understand that the ultimate goal of 8-ball is to pot the 
black before your opponent does. Getting to that position is of supreme 
importance, and all the crowd-pleasing shots in the world are useless if your 
opponent is the one who pots the black. So I got to writing a dissertation-
length online guide to playing intelligent pool. Fortunately if there’s one thing 
LSE students are good at, it’s cramming. It didn’t take long before the skilful 
6-ball potters transformed into pattern-planning, fudging, deliberate-fouling 
demons.  
 

Six months later, from the four national university cuesport tournaments in which 
the LSE took part, we brought back medals from three, the pinnacle being the 
absurdly tense Shield final at Yarmouth. We still have nightmares about losing to 
Leeds in a playoff after being 5-2 up, but for our first season in competitive pool, 
it’s been a truly incredible year. Next year we plan on being stronger, firstly from 
having secured sponsorship from JFK’s pool club which means we can enter 
more teams to UPC tournaments, as well as play more internal tournaments. 
Secondly, and most awesomely, the university will be taking part in the high 
quality London Waterloo Pool League, competing in one-frame league pool 
against players such as Dean Wisher, Rob McKay, Mark Thrussell, John Kelly, 
Rob Southey and Neil Toms. Better watch out for us come next February! 

 
The LSE squad attending BUCS-UPC Eight-ball Championship in 2008/09 


